Cut and Paste onto your letterhead for Faxing

Re: Orphan Works Act of 2008 
The Honorable [name of your Senator or Representative]

United States [Senate or House of Representatives] 

Fax Number:_______________________

Dear (Senator or Representative) _____________:

As a constituent, [change if needed: a photographer and a rights holder], I am writing to express my strong opposition to The Orphan Works Act of 2008.  As both S.2913 and H.R5889 are currently written, this legislation is a disaster in the making for photographers and other independent creators of visual works. 
Instead of providing solutions to appropriately deal with copyrighted work whose creators are hard to identify or locate, the Orphan Works Bill, will instead legalize the commercial or non-commercial infringement of any work of art, past, present, and future, regardless of age, country of origin, published or unpublished, whenever a copyright owner cannot be identified or located, and will disproportionately cause harm to visual artists and those who are rights holders of visual works.   

Unlike other creators, it is the exception rather than the rule that our images are published with any kind of credit line, copyright notice or other form of attribution. Credits are unusual in print publications, and are virtually non-existent on the Internet. Without names attached to them, most published images will likely become Orphan Works.

As written, this legislation might work for copyright owners of other types of works, but not for creators of visual works.  It will instead end up converting massive numbers of images, and probably the majority of published images, to Orphan Work status.

The Copyright Office studied the specific subject of “orphan works” – copyrighted works whose owners may be impossible to identify or locate.  Yet this bill would drastically affect commercial markets, a subject the Copyright Office never studied. 

The consequences of this profound change to Copyright Law have not been subjected to a market impact survey. As such, there is no way to determine the harmful effects it will have on my markets, contracts and licenses, on any of the collateral businesses that serve the industry, or on average citizens who will not want their personal property to subjected to unwanted  use. . 
Because there has been no study of the potential ramifications of this legislation, my business and thousands of other small businesses across this country are likely to be destroyed if this legislation is passed.

In order for the concerns of creators to be heard, I believe any bill that constitutes such a radical change to the ownership of private property should be subjected to an open informed and public debate.  As this bill was crafted without the input of those whose livelihoods are most at stake, introduced on short notice, and put on a fast-track for passage, I urge you to oppose this bill for further revision. 

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue.

Sincerely, 
